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GONORRHEA OOMPLIOATED WITH AN 
ABSOESS IN THE NEOK OF 
THE BLADDER.” 


BY T. S. GALBRAITH, M. D. 





During last December a gentleman, about 
thirty-five years of age, of good constitution, 
and temperate habits, with his first case of 
gonorrhea, came to me for treatment. All the 
symptoms common to a mild form of acute 
gonorrhea in its early stages were present. 
The patient stated that it was impossible 
for him to give up his business at that time. 
He was connected with one of our rail- 
toads, and, though compelled to travel con- 
stantly, did no manual labor. 

He was put upon a saline mixture for the 
purpose of neutralizing the excessive acidity 
of his urine and an emulsion of balsamum 
copaibee for its supposed specific action on 
the disease. 

The case continued without material 
change in any of the symptoms for several 
days, when the patient urged me to do 
something which might cut short the dis- 
ease. Having lately read some favorable 
reports of the hot-water treatment of gonor- 
thea, I determined to give him the advan- 
tage of that method. Water as hot as 
could be borne, to which was added two 

ins sulphate zinc to the ounce, was in- 
jected into the deep urethra by means of a 
piston syringe and common gum catheter. 
At first this treatment seemed to give some 
telief. But by the second morning the pa- 
tient was unable to pass hisurine. He came 
to me suffering great pain, having had reten- 
tion for more than twelve hours. I at once 
catheterized him and directed him to go to 
bed. He had slight fever, which continued 
for four or five days, but no particular pain 
about the region of the perineum. During 
"Read before the Jackson Co, Ind, Med. Soc., March, 1884, 
Vout. XVII.—No. 13. 


this time a silver catheter had to be used 
every eight hours (the soft rubber instru- 
ment could not be introduced into the blad- 
der). The introduction of the catheter was 
attended with some difficulty, it seemed to 
meet with obstruction at or within the neck 
of the bladder. 

During this time other methods were 
practiced to relieve the retention of urine. 
Small pieces of ice were introduced into the 
rectum and ten-drop doses of the tincture 
of iron often repeated, as recommended by 
Van Buren and Keyes, but without any sat- 
isfactory result. 

At about the end of the fourth day when 
the catheter was introduced it seemed to 
penetrate an abscess just within the neck of 
the bladder. Fully an ounce of blood and 
pus flowed away at once, followed by the 
urine, and I immediately injected into the 
bladder a half-ounce solution composed of 
iodoform, glycerine, and water. From this 
time the catheter was not required, as the 
patient passed urine without difficulty. 
However the purulent discharge from the 
urethra was re-established and continued 
for about two weeks longer. This was 
treated by the emulsion of copaiba and a 
mild zinc solution, the latter injected in the 
ordinary way. At the expiration of about 
five weeks the patient was considered en- 
tirely well. 

From my experience with this and other 
cases, in which the hot-water treatment has 
been fairly tried by deep injections as well 
as by the ordinary methods, I have come 
to the conclusion that the supposed supe- 
riority of this new treatment over older and 
simpler methods of treating gonorrhea is a 
delusion, and that the practice of injecting 
hot water into an inflamed urethra fre- 
quently does harm and seldom any good. 

I have also had ample experience to sat- 
isfy me that the new antiseptic (hydrarg. bi- 
chloride in solution y¢yg OF xPg5q), which is 
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now having such a run in popular favor, is 

decidedly irritant to the urethra. It aggra- 

vated every case in which I used it. 
Seymour, IND. 








Miscellany. 


HYSTERICAL MALINGERERS.—The Times 
and Gazette, in some interesting comments 
upon the case of a woman who had feigned 
illness for twenty years, apparently for the 
purpose of exciting sympathy and profiting 
by the charity of her friends and neighbors, 
says: The medical man who has studied 
the mental deficiencies and moral perver- 
sions of such patients, from the smallest 
particulars to the greatest departure from 
sanity, knows that deeds, often apparently 
inexplicable, are to be accounted for other- 
wise than by crime. How far such depart- 
ures from good conduct are to be punish- 
able by law does, and always will, remain 
a delicate problem for solution, as while, on 
the one hand, society must be protected 
from injury, on the other, it must not be 
outraged by the persecution of the irrespon- 
sible. 

The nature of this peculiar moral ob- 
liquity is not easy to analyze, but if we 
can not explain its phenomena we daily see 
its effects. It is the attribute of all animals 
to cultivate the love and sympathy of their 
fellow-creatures, an attribute which in dis- 
tress or sickness is particularly augmented. 
If this natural desire is not satisfied, or if 
it is imagined: that due consolation is with- 
held, it is a human failing with the best of 
us to make the most of our ills to obtain 
what we crave for. Within reasonable lim- 
its this display of our woes mty be con- 
sidered as an amiable weakness, indulged 
in to satisfy our natural affections. Beyond 
this, however, such exaggerations become 
morbid, and this condition is notably ex- 
emplified in the hysteric, whose abnormal 
cravings in this respect constitute disease. 
In this affection there is not only an exces- 
sive mobility of the entire system which 
initiates evils unknown to the healthy, but 
a special mental conformation which am- 
plifies them in the mind of the patient, and 
excites an unreasonable demand on her 
part for the commiseration and consolation 
of others. From augmenting her existing 
ailments it is but a step to the manufacture 
of new ones, and the desire to simulate, to 
attract attention, and to display her misery 
becomes irresistible. From the smallest 
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aberrations from truth to the most profound 
dissimulation, these traits are common to 
all those suffering from this condition, and 
the instinctive duplicity, the incessant and 
inveterate inclination to be false in word 
and deed, without direct interest, is essen. 
tially a peculiarity of this remarkable mal. 
ady. Besides the exaggeration of their 
complaints and the invention of others, 
hysterical persons have a special satisfac. 
tion in deceiving those around them, and 
more particulary their medical men, and 
their delight is as far as possible to render 
themselves scientifically interesting and mys. 
terious, and, as it were, to place themselves 
on a pedestal for inspection. To effect this 
end the patient may evince unusual intel. 
lectual qualities, and the ingenious cunning, 
sagacity, and apparent good sense displayed 
by such subjects is notorious. It is not 
doctors alone who have been the dupes of 
such individuals, but from time immemorial 
the ignorant and superstitious public, ever 
ready to accept the supernatural or miracu 
lous, have eagerly accepted their assertions 
and demonstrations as true. 
When the hysteric has pursued this dan- 
gerous direction in excess, she is already 
on the threshold of mental alienation, and 
from a medico-legal point of view is not 
entirely responsible for her actions. Fur 
ther, these profound and durable fixed ideas 
may so act on the mobile and unstable gen 
eral system as to give rise to actual objec 
tive disturbances, which, although at firs 
produced by volition, afterward become 
genuine and beyond the control of the 
patient. Hence arise the excessive flow ol 
tears, persistent vomiting, diarrhea, and 
other functional derangements. It is fina 
ly not impossible that such persistent hal 
lucinations may ultimately develop struct 
tal changes, as evidenced in chronic case 
by the severity and incurable nature of the 
paralysis, rigidity, convulsions, and othe 
phenomena sometimes observed. 


An Oxp Focy.—It is not to be expected 
that the activity and enterprise which at 
converting the Cambridge University into 
one of the leading medical schools in tht 
country would escape the adverse criticism 
those whose ideal of a university life is ont 
of secluded and self-sufficing contemplatid 
of the past. This latter view is put vey 
cleverly in an article entitled ‘‘ Unna 
Science” in a recent number of the Catt 
bridge Review. The writer, evidently # 
follower, at greater or less distance, of 
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Oscar Wilde, thinks that natural science 
clashes grievously with the tone and the 
surroundings of “ this ancient University.” 
He would, however, banish it altogether. 
“The aphorisms of Hippocrates, Aétius, 
and Aretzus might well be studied; Pliny 
and Aristotle have in their range of knowl- 
edge and variety of observation been rarely 
superseded. The Arabian doctors, the 
Greek botanists, the middle-age physiolo- 
gers, all help us to understand the past, and 
that, to my thinking, is the chief and highest 
part of university education.” As for the 
more modern studies, they would be most 
fitly carried on in our large manufacturing 
towns, which would be little the worse for 
the addition of one sight slightly more revolt- 
ing or a few smells of a rather more atro- 
cious character. 

The writer then goes on to inform us that 
by medicine he does not understand, as so 
many do, the barbarities of vivisection, or 
the finikin pedantries of microscopic re- 
search. “Rather I have in my mind's eye 
the calm-browed disciple of Galen and Hip- 
pocrates, pacing the grassy courts of Caius, 
or the cool alley of the Baeks, his eye ever 
on the watch for simples and healing herbs 
—birthwort, and Herb Benet, and St. John 
Baptist flower—whose vocation it should be. 
to build up instead of pulling to pieces, to 
heal and rescue rather than to blight and to 
destroy.” 

But his main complaint against science 
is that it dulls the senses of its devotees 
most fatally as regards the appreciation 
of beauty, until the mind gets so distorted 
as to contemplate the structure of an ento- 
z06n with greater satisfaction than the east 
window of King’s Chapel. And lastly, he 
can not help thinking that the time is near, 
when we shall only welcome the sight of 
a sunset for the sake of the aid it may lend 
to the spectroscope; when we shall only 
whistle to a dog in order that he may come 
and be larded with tin tacks, and when 
the only notice excited by an early Italian 
fresco will be an exclamation of disgust at 
the imperfect treatment of the deltoid mus- 
cle. If these amusing paradoxes were 
Worth answering, one might point out that 
Many branches of modern science contem- 
plate a past beside which the past of Hip- 
pocrates and the Arabian doctors is but as 
yesterday. But then it is a past on which 
man’s hand made little impress, and that 
Tobs it of interest for our medieval critic. 
The difference between the two schools of 
thought is that the one regards man as the 
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center of the universe, and nothing of im- 
portance except in relation to him, while 
the other looks on man as a part—the most 
interesting part perhaps, but still only a 
part—of nature. A university belies its 
name which does not embrace both schools. 
Medical Times and Gazette. 


Younc Quartz.—It is generally believed 
that quartz, like many geological formations, 
requires thousands of years for formation. 
If the statements of the Carson Appeal are 
true the mineral may be formed in the short 
period of fifteen years, remarks the Popular 
Science News. The specimen was presented 
by a Mr. Havenor to the editor of the Ap- 
peal, who writes: The quartz in question was 
taken out of the Yellow Jacket mine from 
between the timbers. The timbers were put 
in fifteen years ago, and the material form- 
ing the quartz had apparently oozed through 
a crack, and adhered to the timber. It was 
about the size and had the appearance of a 
cauliflower. There was a mass rather soft 
and crumbling to the touch, and in places 
woven together like threads; and in this 
mass and a part of it were three distinct 
and perfect quartz crystals. The mass had 
been pushed through the crack while in a 
plastic state, and then formed in the bunch 
described. The specimen of Mr. Havenor 
shows where it adhered to the timber. 

He has also a piece of sandstone from 
Stevens’s mill, near Dayton. The mill was 
built twelve years ago; and a portion of a 
-wooden stake driven into the ground at the 
time is solidly imbedded in the sandstone, 
which is as firm and hard as any sandstone 
of the Old Sandstone period. There is a 
rusty nail in the wedge. 

About twelve years ago a spring was dug 
on American Flat. Week before last it was 
found that a hard stratification of slate had 
formed on the bottom. It was broken up 
with an axe, and Mr. Havenor secured some 
good specimens. The slate was half an inch 
thick, perfectly hard and brittle, and had 
adapted itself to the conformation of the 
spring, where it had formed like scales on a 
tea-kettle. 

[Surely the Carson Appeal did not think 
that any body would believe this story !] 


Hicu Fees iv IRELAND.—Dr. G. H. Sim- 
mons (St. Louis Courier of Medicine) says: 
Quite an interesting suit has just been 
tried in Dublin, which will give your 
readers some idea of the charges of doc- 
Last March a land- 


tors in Great Britain. 
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lord—a Mr. Carter—was shot in the knee 
by Fenians, and the Government sent down 
one of the leading surgeons of Dublin, Mr. 
W. J. Wheeler. The distance to Bellmullett, 
where the patient lived, is about two hun- 
dred miles. The case necessitated five pro- 
fessional visits, at one hundred and twenty- 
five guineas each, an operation, fifty guineas, 
and attendance in Dublin, where the patient 
was afterward removed—the total charges 
. being £1,147 18s., or nearly $5,600. The 
Government refused to pay; first, because 
it was understood that the patient was to 
pay if he was able; and, second, that the 
charges were too high. For the first, it was 
proved that the patient was ruined, and 
could not pay. As to the second, medical 
witnesses were brought forward to show 
that the charges were not only not high, 
but that they were very reasonable. One 
surgeon said that his charges for such a 
journey would be one huudred and fifty 
pounds, and seventy-five pounds for the 
operation —amputation above the knee. 
The verdict was for Mr. Wheeler for the 
full amount. Thus it will be seen that doc- 
tors are better paid here than in the United 
States. In this case the amount was much 
larger, in proportion to the work done, than 
what was asked by the surgeons in attend- 
ance on the late President Garfield. Eight 
hundred and seventy-eight dollars would 
certainly be considered a fair remuneration 
for a ride of two hundred miles and ampu- 
tating through the lower third of the thigh. 


GALAZYME, OR ARTIFICIAL KouMIss.— 
Adam Gibson (Pharmaceutical Record) 
prepares this substance by the following 
formula and method: 


Skimmed cow’s milk,. . . . 150 ounces. 
ow ae ee Oe go 
Brewer’s yeast,. ...... ap: 
Cane-sugar,.......4.4-. 
Milk sugar,.. 2s «+ s.¢- 2% 


Dissolve the cane-sugar in twenty ounces 
of water, mix it with seventy-five ounces of 
the milk, and add the yeast ; the mixture is 
now to be well stirred and set aside in a 
warm place (temperature 75° to 80° F.) 
for nearly six hours, or until small bubbles 
appear on the surface of the liquid; the re- 
maining seventy-five ounces of milk along 
with the thirty ounces of water (in which 
the milk-sugar has been dissolved) should 
now be added to the fermenting milk and 
the whole thoroughly mixed up, strained, 
and bottled, the corks being well tied down. 
It should then be kept at a temperature be- 
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low 55° F. if not required for early use, or 
if so required it may be ripened in two or 
three days by keeping it at 70° F. 

This method yields a preparation of a 
perfectly homogeneous consistency, hay. 
ing a sweet and acidulous taste up till the 
fifteenth day, after which it acquires to a 
slight degree the taste of buttermilk, which 
flavor gradually increases as it grows older, 
It also begins to thicken after the fifteenth 
day, but even at the thirtieth day the caseine 
remains finely divided after shaking. 















Fatty Heart.—The popular error that 
“fatty degeneration” of the heart is the 
same thing as an accumulation of fat around 
that organ is one which ought to be cor 
rected, as every practitioner of cours 
knows how to correct it. When muscular 
tissue degenerates, as it may do from any 
one of many morbid causes, fat is deposited 
interstitially in, the place of the atrophied 
organic structure. As a matter of physio 
logical or pathological fact, ‘‘ fatty degene- 
ration” is quite as likely to occur in a thin 
subject as in one that is obese, and vora 
cious feeding has nothing to do with “ fatty 
degeneration,” though in a certain propor 
tion of instances it may have something to 
do with the accumulation of deposits of fat 
around organs and in the interspaces of 
muscle fasciculi. We ought to keep the 
discrimination of matters which are likey 
to be confounded always clear. Many cop 
ditions besides large eating determine th 
presence of fat, and ‘‘ fatty degeneration’ 
is, as we have said, something altogethe 
apart from and in no way to be confounded 
with fatness. —Zancet. 
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Fresu Paint.—The current belief a lic 
householders that the smell of fresh | not. 
paint is noxious is founded on pretty gem ably 
ral experience, but is opposed by the belie not 
equally current among chemists, that led larg 
compounds are not volatile. A fact rece migh 
brought to our notice seems to support ti The 
domestic theory. The basis of the para 
and popular luminous paint is known tok ata 
sulphide of calcium. Now, this compound} the p 
when unprotected by varnish, glass, bent 
some other impervious substance, is slow! 
acted on by the acids of the air and sulphi Tu 
etted hydrogen is evolved, which blackemj meet; 
lead paint. This is well known, and Gig Week, 


easily be avoided by proper protection 
the paint. But the curious thing is that 
protected luminous paint is found to ® 
perceptibly blackened by the fumes ff 
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fresh lead paint. There seems to be only 
one possible explanation of this, namely, 
that a surface freshly covered with lead 
paint does actually emit some volatile com- 
pound of lead. We believe that many 
physicians could confirm this view from their 
own observations in regard to newly painted 
houses.— /dzd. 


Boc-Moss AN IMPROVEMENT ON CoTTON- 
Woo.t.—It may be remembered that some 
time ago the virtues of dried black peat, as 
an antiseptic application to wounds, were 
highly extolled by Dr. Neuber, of Kiel. 
Various theories were started to account for 
this antiseptic action. From recent obser- 
yations, it would seem that it is due, at 
Jeast in part, to the extraordinary power of 
absorption possessed by the bog-moss, of 
which, as is well known, peat is almost en- 
tirely composed. Bog-moss (sphagnum) has 
a peculiar structure, the leaves consisting in 
aconsiderable part of large colorless cells, 
from which the contents have disappeared ; 
thes¢é empty cells communicate with a series 
of similar cells arranged in layers on the 
stem. It is owing to this capillary net-work 
that the bog-moss is able to raise the water 
of the bogs in which it grows in large quan- 
- tity to the topmost leaves through a height, 
. sometimes, of several feet. There are sev- 
eral species of sphagnum, but all are 
closely allied in structure and function. 
Carefully gathered and thoroughly dried, 
bog-‘moss forms a soft, highly absorbent 
material, very suitable, it is said, when 
made into pads, for use in cases where copi- 
ous discharge would otherwise necessitate 
frequent change of dressing, since it can 
absorb eight times it original weight of 
fluid without becoming too inoist. Though 
hot an antiseptic dressing, it might conceiv- 
ably be of great use when antiseptics can 
not be obtained. In war, for instance, a 
large pad of this soft absorbent material 
might furnish an excellent first dressing. 
The only point to be attended to in its pre- 
paration seems to be that it must be dried 
ata low temperature, so as not to destroy 
the peculiar structure upon which its absor- 
bent power depends.— British Med. Jour. 


Tue SociaL Puriry Movement. — A 
meeting was held at the Town Hall last 
week, presided over by the Earl of Lathom, 
at which Miss Ellice Hopkins was the prin- 
pal speaker. She deplored the prevalence 
of immorality in Liverpool, which she con- 
sidered as only second to London in unen- 
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viable notoriety as regards the social evil, 
and she denounced in unmeasured terms 
the inadequacy of our local Acts to deal 
with brothels and juvenile prostitutes. In 
this, as in the matter of laborers’ dwellings, 
the efforts of all medical workers were 
wholly ignored. Now that noble lords and 
ladies have made it fashionablé to notice 
such subjects, we may hope that what has 
hitherto fallen on deaf ears may receive a 
little attention. By a strange though not 
uncommon contradiction, it unfortunately 
happens that Miss Hopkins is a strong op- 
ponent of those very acts which have done 
more to suppress brothels and juvenile pros- 
titution than can ever be achieved by mis- 
guided efforts to promote social purity.— 
Lancet. 


Tue INFLUENCE OF LisTERISM.—G. H. S., 
in a letter from Dublin to the St. Louis 
Courier of Medicine, writes the following 
significant paragraph: 

It is no longer “Mr.” Lister. Hereafter 
you will please write it ‘‘Sir” Joseph Lister. 
If all baronetcies were as well deserved as 
this, the title would be looked upon as worthy 
of much more honor and respect than it now 
has on both sides of the Atlantic. It is an 
acknowledged fact that no surgeon has so 
affected the practice of surgery as has Sir 
Joseph Lister, necessitating the re-writing 
of books on surgery. For even if we do 
not believe in Listerism in every acceptation 
of the term, including the spray, etc., all 
must acknowledge that the teachings of 
Lister introduced a new and better era of 
surgery. 


- VioLeENT Deatus 1n Inp1a.—The total 
number of persons killed by wild animals 
and snakes in India last year was 22,125. 
Of these, 2,606 were killed by wild animals, 
and 19,519 by snakes. 


A CENTENARIAN.—The Irish College of 
Surgeons celebrated its one hundredth birth- 
day on the 11th of February. It was done 
by means of a big dinner. . 


Stow To Learn.—Dr. Gairdner says it 
took two centuries for Great Britain to ap- 
preciate in a practical manner the means for 
the prevention of scurvy. 


PAUPERISM seems to be on the decrease 
in Scotland. During the past year the per- 
centage of paupers to the population has 
fallen fram 2.63 to 2.51. 
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OOLD-BATH TREATMENT OF 
TYPHOID FEVER. 


The vexed question of the cold-bath 
treatment in typhoid fever was last month 
brought up for discussion before the Medical 
Society of London. At the Society’s regular 
meeting on February 18th, Dr. Sidney Coup- 
land read an elaborate paper in which he 
favored this plan of treatment, Dr. Bristowe, 
in a short critical paper, took grounds 
against it, and Dr. William Cayley reopened 
the adjourned discussion on February 25th 
with some ‘extended remarks, which, with 
the comments that followed, brought to 
light an array of facts based chiefly upon 
statistical data which would seem to place 
beyond doubt the curative power of the 
bath in typhoid fever. 

In the British Medical Journal of Febru- 
ary 23d and March 1st the leading points of 
the discussion may be found. From this 
journal’s abstract of ‘Dr. Cayley’s remarks 
we quote as follows: 


It had been argued that, in estimating the value 
of any particular modes of treatment, statistics 
could not be relied on, but that we must be guided 
solely by individual clinical observation. Now the 
canons by which statistics must be tested were per- 
fectly simple, and it was not generally very diffi- 
cult to see whether the statistics in any severe case 
did or did not conform to them. First of all, a 
sufficient number of instances spread over a suffi- 


ciently long time must be collected so as to ex. 
clude accidental sources of error; second, only 
like instances must be compared. If statistics did 
not conform to these canons they were of little 
value; if they did, then their evidence was con- 
clusive. 

With regard to the antipyretic treatment of 
fever, there had now been collected a body of sta- 
tistics which completely fulfilled these require- 
ments. 

Thus, if so large a hospital as the Charité at 
Berlin were taken, which admitted many cases of 
typhoid—and this hospital might be taken, be- 
cause it was not open to the objection that its phy- 
sicians were prejudiced enthusiasts in the anti- 
pyretic cause—and the rate of mortality over a 
period of many years before the introduction of 
this treatment were compared with that over a 
period of many years after the introduction, sta- 
tistics were obtained which conformed to the 
canons, inasmuch as there were a large number of 
cases spread over a long time and a comparison of 
exactly similar instances. 

During the twenty years, 1848-67, 2,228 cases 
of typhoid fever were admitted into the Charité; 
of these, 405 died, a rate of mortality of 18 per 
cent, which corresponded pretty closely with the 
mortality of the general hospitals of London. 
The antipyretic treatment was then introduced, 
and during the nine years, 1868-76, 2,086 cases 
were admitted, and 267 died, giving a rate of 13 
percent. If 64 cases were excluded which were ad- 
mitted in a condition not admitting of the treat- 
ment, the death-rate would be 10.5 per cent. 

A still more conclusive instance was afforded by 
the Prussian army. During the seven years from 
1868 to 1874, the rate of mortality from typhoid 
fever was 15 per cent, an extremely favorable rate, 
which spoke much for the efficiency of the med- 
ical department. The antipyretic treatment, chiefly 
in the form of cold bathing, was then introduced, 
and during the next seven years (1875 to 1881) 
the rate was 9.7 per cent. Here a comparison of 
exactly similar instances was made. The men in 
the two cases were of the same age, of the same 
social position, fed in the same manner, clothed in 
the same manner, lodged in the same manner, and, 
in all respects, placed under the same conditions; 
the only difference being in the mode of treatment. 
But, as German statistics on this question were 
perhaps regarded as suspect, an appeal might be 
made to French authorities, and here Professor 
Jaccoud might be cited. Perhaps his authority 
would have more weight with many, inasmuch 4s 
he was decidedly opposed to Brandt's method, but 
without having given it a fair trial. He stated, im 
the debate on this subject at the Academy of Med- 
icine last year, that, after a careful collection of 
more than 80,000 cases, he found that the average 
rate of mortality in typhoid fever in France, under 
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the old methods of treatment, was about 19 per 
cent; whereas under the new method it was 
below 11 per cent. It was now necessary to 
inquire what was this new method which had ef- 
fected this great reduction in the rate of mortality. 

Professor Jaccoud had his patients sponged 
with cold vinegar and water, if necessary, as many 
as ten times in the twenty-four hours, which he 
termed giving them a séance; and also adminis- 
tered, from time to time, large doses of quinine or 
of salicylate of soda. Now, whether a patient 
was sponged ten timesa day with cold vinegar 
and water, or had an occasional cold bath, was a 
question, not of principle, but of detail. In either 
case, the same end—namely, the persistent reduc- 
tion of temperature—would be effected. It need 
hardly be said that the antipyretic treatment was 
not bound up with the system of cold bathing, or 
of any particular method of reducing temperature. 
Cold bathing was, perhaps, the most, efficient 
mode, and the one most generally applicable, and 
which, on the whole, caused least annoyance to 
the patient; but a large number of cases were not 
suitable for it, and for these other means must be 
adopted. Dr. Cayley stated that, in his opinion, 
keeping the temperature down by the abstraction 
of heat gave much better results than the repeated 
administration of large doses of the antipyretic 
drugs, as these powerful remedies could not be 
given in these large and frequently repeated doses 
, without incurring the risk of seriously disturbing 
important functions. In his opinion, therefore, 
they should be regarded as adjuncts to the other 
antipyretic methods, and not as substitutes. 

The principal conclusions: First, that this 
mode of treatment fulfilled the physiological indi- 
cations; that, by keeping down the temperature, 
the febrile metabolism of the tissues, and the ac- 
cumulation in the blood of the products of this 
metabolism—and to this Dr. Murchison attributed 
most of the symptoms of the typhoid state—were 
much diminished. The granuiar infiltration and 
softening of the central nervous system, of the 
heart, of the liver, of the kidneys, of the volun- 
tary muscles, was to a great extent prevented ; 
and, by the stimulating effect of the treatment on 
the vaso-motor system, that want ‘of tone and 
general relaxation of the arteries which was so 
marked a feature of the disease was counteracted. 
Many of the opponents of the treatment admitted 
these conclusions, though, by so doing, they gave 
up more than half the field of battle. It was not, 
of course, necessary to assume that the high tem- 
perature was the only or even the chief injurious 
agent in typhoid fever. It was enough to say 
that it was an important factor, which could not 
be denied ; and it was one which it lay in our 
power to counteract. 

Secondly, they maintained that, where the 
treatment was efficiently applied, it produced a 
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marked alleviation of the symptoms. And this, 
too, was acknowledged by many of the opponents, 
though by so doing they gave up the greater part 
of the remainder of the ground. Where the tem- 
perature was kept steadily down, the so-called 
typhoid symptoms were seldom seen. The persis- 
tent headache, the febrile oppression, the sleepless- 
ness, the muttering delirium, the stupor, the dry 
glazed tongue, the muscular twitchings, the bed- 
sores, were either prevented or alleviated ; and, to 
quote the words of Dr. Austin Flint, who was 
here indorsing a statement of Liebermeister, the 
old picture of the typhoid case was no longer to 
be seen, and the disease had lost half its terrors. 
Dr. Austin Flint, it was hardly necessary to say, 
was no enthusiast blinded by his eagerness for this 
method. 

Thirdly, it was maintained that, by this method 
of treatment, the complications of typhoid fever 
were neither rendered more frequent nor more 
severe. With regard to the pulmonary complica- 
tions, the hypostatic congestion and pneumonia, 
there could not be a doubt but that they were 
rendered much less frequent. With regard to the 
intestinal complications, hemorrhage and perfora- 
tion, Dr. Brandt asserted that, when the treatment 
was applied from the very first, they, too, were 
much diminished, and it was only reasonable to 
suppose that, as the tissues were less degenerated 
and softened, they would be more capable of re- 
sisting the sloughing and ulcerative processes. 
But when the treatment was deferred till after the 
elapse of the first few days, it did not appear to 
exercise much influence, although there was no evi- 
dence that these complications were rendered more 
frequent. 

Lastly, it was maintained, and on evidence that 
could not, he thought, be overthrown, that by this 
method the rate of mortality was greatly dimin- 
ished; so that, when arguments were brought 
against it, on theoretical grounds, by those who 
had never tried it, or on practical grounds by those 
who had only given it an imperfect trial, we might 
simply reply, with Prof. Jaccoud, “ Nevertheless, 
while the rate of mortality in typhoid fever under 
the old method of treatment is about 19 per cent, 
under the antipyretic mode it is under 11 per cent.” 


Dr. Cayley lays great stress upon the im- 
portance of beginning treatment early in 
every case, since the submitting of patients 
to the bath late in the course of the disease, 
after continued high temperature has been 
suffered to do its destructive work upon the 
tissues, is useless, and has probably done 
much to bring the treatment into disrepute. 
Dr. Coupland also gives great prominence 
to this point. He says: 
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“The treatment must be commenced as early 
as possible and continued, without intermission, so 
long as pyrexia lasts, im spite of pulmonary com- 
plication. If there be any signs of grave intesti- 
nal lesion then the compress or sponging is to be 
preferred to bathing. Hemorrhage, peritonitis, 
extreme degrees of debility (especially in old sub- 
jects) and cardiac disease contra-indicate the bath; 
but the principle of the method should be carried 
out, if not by this, then by other measures.” 

Dr. Gilbert Smith practices sponging when 
the temperature is not above 102° F.; when 
it reaches 103° bathing is to be resorted 
to. He suggests that a cold air bath might 
be a good substitute for the cold water 
bath. 

Several of the speakers argued strongly 
in support of the views of Drs. Coupland 
and Cayley, while others denounced the 
cold bath as doubtful at best, often danger- 
ous, and in many cases useless; but the 
weight of testimony would seem to favor this 
form of treatment. 

The cold-water treatment of febrilé affec- 
tions is probably more than a hundred years 
old, and though at various periods (since the 
days of Currie) it has been used and aban- 
doned, it may be said to have claimed the se- 
rious attention of the regular profession only 
since fifteen or twenty years ago, when it 
was revived and put to the test by E. Brand 
and Jiirgensen. Subsequently, under the 
advocacy of Liebermeister, the cold bath as 
applied to the treatment of typhoid fever 
became widely known, and we believe that 
physicians in this country were first led to 
make trial of it by reading this author’s able 
article in the first volume of Ziemssen’s Cy- 
clopedia, which appeared in its English dress 
in 1874. 

While in hospitals, where the patients 
can be properly handled and the bath made 
to do its perfect work, the treatment has 
given excellent results, in private practice it 
has proved a disappointment to most physi- 
cians, and we remember to have heard of 
more than one death in this region, during the 
first year of its trial, which was attributed to 
the frequent bathing. Sponging is still held 
in high esteem, but the bath is seldom used, 


it being generally regarded as too unwieldy 
for exhibition in private practice. 

Still, if the facts and figures of the above. 
quoted statistics are not misleading, it would 
seem, in view of the present high death-rate 
of typhoid fever, to be the duty of the prac- 
titioner to give it further trial. 

We trust that the reopening of this dis- 
cussion by these eminent men may lead 
the profession at large to a more careful 
study of the subject, and that, in the many 
observations which may follow, the uses and 
abuses of this measure will be sharply de- 
fined, while some device for reducing tem- 
perature in typhoid fever may be brought 
to light which shall possess all the advan- 
tages of the bath without any of its difficul- 
ties or dangers. 





THE fifty-first annual session of the Ten- — 


nessee State Medical Society will be held at 
Chattanooga on Tuesday, April 8, 1884. 
As no essayists were appointed for this 
session at the last meeting, the members 
are expected to come prepared with volun- 
teer papers. Full information concerning 
the meeting may be had of the Secretary, 
Dr. C. C. Fite, Nashville, Tenn. 





THE “ Proceedings” of the Medical Soci- 
ety of the County of Kings is discontinued, 
with the completion of its eighth volume, by 
order of the Society. We note this loss 
with much regret. The “ Proceedings” has 
ever been a most welcome member in the 
circle of our exchanges. 





THE next International Otological Con- 
gress is to be held in Basle, from September 
1st to the 4th, 1884. Communications con- 
cerning it may be addressed to M. le Dr. 
Burckhardt-Merion, at Basle. 





Tue “Pink Eve” Disease is said to be 
prevailing among the horses of Albany and 
Rensselaer counties in New York. 
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A Treatise on Pharmacy: Designed as a Text- 
book for the Student, and as a Guide for the 
Physician and Pharmacist, containing the offi- 
cinal and many unofficinal formulas, and numer- 
ous examples of extemporaneous prescriptions. 
By EDWARD ParRisH, late Professor of Theory 
and Practice of Pharmacy in the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy, etc. Fifth edition, en- 
larged and thoroughly revised. By*Thos. S. 
Wiegand, Graduate of the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy. With two hundred and fifty- 
six illustrations. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s 
Son & Co. 1884. 

A new edition of this masterly work, with 
numerous additions, and so revised as to be 
in accord with the new Pharmacopeia and 
the latest teachings in chemistry, is a pub- 
lication of the first importance. The work 
justly ranks next to the United States Dis- 
pensatory in subject matter, while, by an 
admirable arrangement of contents, a sys- 
tematic development of the subject, and 
careful attention to such details of the sci- 
ence as are of especial interest to the physi- 
cian, the editor has framed a work supe- 
rior to the Dispensatory as a manual for 
the practitioner and a text-book for the 
student. 

The subject is discussed under the follow- 
ing heads: Part 1. Furniture and Imple- 
ments ; Part 11. On Pharmacopeias, Weights 
and Measures, Temperature, Generation of 
Heat, and Heat as applied to Pharmaceu- 
tical Purposes ; Part 111. Pharmaceutical Pro- 
cess and Apparatus; Part 1v. Inorganic and 
Pharmaceutical Chemistry; Part v. Phar- 
macy in its Relation to Organic Chemistry; 
Part vi. Galenical Pharmacy; Partvu. Ex- 
temporaneous Pharmacy; Appendix. 

Part vil treats at length the subject of pre- 
scriptions, the language to be used in them, 
and the best method of writing them; the 
art of selecting and combining medicines ; 
medicines suited to the liquid form; chem- 
ical and pharmaceutical incompatibles; ex- 
temporaneous solutions, etc. The appendix 
is devoted to directions for the management 
of the sick chamber, diet for the sick, 
physician’s outfits, and recipes for some of 
the important popular medicines. 

No thorough-going pharmacist will fail to 
possess himself of so useful a guide to 
Practice, and no physician who properly 
estimates the value of an accurate knowl- 
edge of the remedial agents employed by 


him in daily practice, so far as their misci- 


bility, compatability, and most effective 
methods of combination are concerned, 
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can afford to leave this work out of the list 
of his books of reference. The country 
practitioner, who must always be in a meas- 
ure his own pharmacist, will find it indis- 
pensable. 





A Practical Treatise on Surgical Diagnosis: 
Designed as a Manual for Practitioners and 
Students in Medicine. By AMBROSE L. RANNEY, 
A. M., M.D., Professor of Practical Anatomy in 
the N. Y. Post-Graduate Medical School; late 
Adjunct-Professor of Anatomy and Lecturer on 
the Surgical Diseases of the Genito-Urinary 
Organs and on Minor Surgery in the Medical 
Department in the University of the City of 
New York, etc. Third edition, thoroughly re- 
vised and enlarged and _ profusely illustrated. 
New York: William Wood & Co. 1884. 

The call for a third edition of this work in 
five years’ time, while it shows the rapid 
advancement of surgery in these latter days, 
attests also the value of the book under no- 
tice. Not only in this, but in several other 
kindred works, has Dr. Ranney shown his 
peculiar fitness for anatomical and surgical 
research, while the readiness with which he 
reduces -voluminous and often abstruse mat- 
ter to system and simplicity makes him one 
of the most useful workers in these depart- 
ments of literature. The work is a quarto 
of 608 pages. It is divided according to the 
subjects treated, into ten parts, and richly 
illustrated by means of thirty-one carefully 
executed plates. Each plate occupies the 
space of an entire page, and contains 
from three to thirty-two wood-cuts. The 
text is remarkably condensed, and alternate 
vertical columns, in which the differential 
points of diagnosis in diseases and inju- 
ries are so arranged as to be seen at a 
glance, form an important feature of the 
work. 

The matter of the former editions has been 
thoroughly revised, receiving such emenda- 
tion and elaboration as the advance of sur- 
gical knowledge required, and two entire 
new chapters upon diseases of the brain 
and spinal cord and their envelopes have 
been added. 

The book in its present form is a marked 
improvement upon former editions, and the 
surgeon will find in it a means by which he 
may readily clear up many a difficult point 
in diagnosis. Diagnosis, as is well-known, 
is sufficiently obscure and difficult at best, 
and the author who is able to simplify its 


| roblems by reducing it to a rational sys- 


vem makes a valuable contribution to sci- 
ence and confers an inestimable blessing 
upon mankind. 
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Elements of Surgical Pathology. By Aucus- 
TUs J. Pepper, M.S., M.B., Lond., F..R. C. S., 
Eng., Fellow of University College, London ; 
Surgeon to St. Mary’s Hospital, and Teacher of 
Practical and Operative Surgery at the Medical 
School. Illustrated with eighty-one engravings. 
Philadelphia: Henry C.Lea’sSon&Co. 1884. 
This work belongs to a series of man- 

uals for medical students, several numbers 
of which we have already noticed. The 
author is a member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, England, and a writer of high 
merit. The volume contains five hundred 
and three pages, and though much con- 
densed in text, is sufficiently full to give the 
student a mastery of the essentials of sur- 
gical pathology. 

Pathology is a subject of growing interest 
in these days, and short and simple treatises 
are necessary as an introduction to more 
elaborate works. 

The cuts are well executed, and greatly 
enhance the value of the book. 





Surgical Applied Anatomy. By FREDERICK 
TreEVEs, F. R. C.S., Assistant Surgeon to and 
Senior Demonstrator of Anatomy at the London 
Hospital, Examiner in Anatomy at the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen, etc. Illustrated with sixty- 
one engravings. ‘Students’ Series of Manuals.” 
Philadelphia: Henry Lea’s Son & Co. 1884. 
The scope of this treatise is remarkable 

when the small size of the volume is taken 

into account. It is written with great clear- 
ness of style and with so much truth to science 
that no point of anatomy which can in any 
way serve as an element in diagnosis has 
been neglected, though some of the less 
important details are intentionally omitted. 

As a pocket manual for students or prac- 
titioners it must do good service. The 
work is well illustrated in wood. 





The Dissector’s Manual. By W. Bruce-CLARKE, 
M. A., M. B., F. R. C. S., Senior Demonstrator 
of Anatomy and Operative Surgery at St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, Surgeon to St. Peter’s 
Hospital, and Assistant Surgeon to the West 
London Hospital, and CHARLES BARRETT LOCK- 
woop, F. R. C. S., Demonstrator of Anatomy 
and Operative Surgery at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, and Surgeon to the Great Northern 
Hospital. Illustrated with forty-nine engrav- 
ings. ‘Manuals for Students of Medicine.” 
Philadelphia: Henry C, Lea’sSon& Co. 1884. 


This is an elegant little book, and cer- 
tainly one of the best of the series. It 
opens with a brief but very well written 
chapter upon how to learn anatomy. This 


is followed by a glossary of common terms 
(a point in which some excellent anatomi- 
cal text-books are wanting), and in regu- 
lar order there follow simple and scientific 
directions for the dissection of every part 
of the human body. The necessary instru- 
ments are also described and suitable en- 
gravings are employed to facilitate a proper 
understanding of the text. 





Case of Impetigo Herpetiformis. By 
Louis A. Duhring, M.D., Professor of Skin 
Diseases in the University of Pennsylvania. 
Reprint. 


Two Cases of “ Paget’s Disease of the 
Nipple.” By Louis A. Duhring, M.D. 
Reprint. 


A Case of Sarcomatous Inflammatory 
Fungoid Neoplasm. By Louis A. Duhring, 
M.D. Reprint. 


A Case of Ainhum, by Louis A. Duhr- 
ing; with Microscopic Examinations, by 
Henry Wile, M.D. Reprint. 


Female Hygiene and Female Diseases. 
By J. K. Shirk, M.D., Member of the 
Lancaster City and County Medical Soci- 
ety. Lancaster, Pa.: The Lancaster Pub- 
lishing Co. 1884. 











Correspondence. 


A OASE OF MENSTRUATION DURING 
PREGNANOY. 


Editor Louisville Medical News: 

Mrs. S., aged thirty-three years, mother of 
six children, consulted me on November 
1st in reference to the following: She be- 
lieved that she was pregnant, but when 
questioned as to menstruation, stated that 
she had been regular up to this date. She 
presented no symptom of pregnancy save, 
perhaps, one, a great desire for game, espec- 
ially birds. This had been also the predomi- 
nant symptom in a former pregnancy. I was 
in doubt as to whether she was pregnant or 
not, and so watched the case with interest. 
I asked to see her Once a month. She con- 
sented, and I visited her on December 1, 
1883, January 1, 1884, and February 1, 
1884, but at each of these times she told me 
that the symptom had been constant while 
menstruation appeared with perfect regular- 
ity. On the night of March 2d I was summon- 
ed to her house and found her in bed with all 


- np 2 Sm ee 


— zs 





LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 


the symptoms of abortion. 
was considerable. In an hour I delivered 
her of a well-formed male fetus. Though 
the bones were well developed, the fetus 
was very small, measuring in length about 
three inches. She was in the fifth month 
of pregnancy, if we may date from the time 
when the symptom above noted first ap- 
peared. Gero. F. Simpson, M.D. 


LOUISVILLE, March 18. . 





Editor Louisville Medical News: 

The first Indiana State Sanitary Conven- 
tion was held at Seymour, March 12th and 
13th, and was in every respect a decided 
success. Many valuable papers on appro- 
priate topics were read and discussed. The 
public manifested an active interest in the 
deliberations and debates. 

Letters of encouragement were received 
from the health officers and prominent san- 
itarians of all the neighbor States. 

Among the papers read before the con- 
vention were the following : 

What the Public should know about Vac- 
cination, by Dr. T. A. Graham, of Jeffer- 
sonville. 

Proper Raiment for Women and Cnhil- 
dren, by Hon. F. J. Van Vorhis, of Indian- 
apolis. 

Sanitary Cooking, by Mrs. V. L. Oppen- 
heimer, of Seymour. 

Legislation Concerning the Destruction of 
Filth, by Rev. Geo. L. Curtis, of Jefferson- 
ville. 

The Work of Health Boards, by Dr. E. 
S. Elder, of Indianapolis. 

Tobacco and Alcohol, by Dr. J. McLean 
Moulder, of Kokomo. 

Ventilation, by Prof. W. S. Haymand, 
Indianapolis. 

Nearsightedaess in School Children—with 
magic-lantern illustrations, by W. Cheat- 
ham, of Louisville, Ky. . 

The next convention'will probably be 
held at Mitchell, in the near future. 


OBITUARY. 


The painful news has just reached us that 
Dr. Lunsford P. Yandell died suddenly 
last night. Our hearts are fiiled with sor- 
row at this untimely blow. Dr. Yandell 
was a warm friend of the work in which we 
are now engaged. In his death, not Ken- 
tucky alone, but this entire country loses a 
worker in the great field of sanitation whose 
promises were just beginning to be fulfilled, 


The flooding’ 
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whose past was well spent, and whose future 
life foreshadowed greatness. In commem- 
oration of this sad event, be it 


Resolved, That we, the members of the Indiana 
State Sanitary Society, write, amid the joyful 
records of our first convention, the mournful fact 
of our fallen brother’s sudden end, in order to 
constantly remind us in the future of the old 
familiar truth. Be it further 


Resolved, That we tender our most heartfelt 
sympathies and condolences to the bereaved wife 
and family, and that a copy of the above be sent 
to them and published in the late brother’s jour- 
nal, The Louisville Medical News, and the secular 
papers. 

L. S. OPPENHEIMER, Seymour, Chairman. 
T. A. GRAHAM, Jeffersonville, , 
D. W. Soran Comeniae \ Comeanlites. 








Selections. 


QuininE BY INUNCTION.—Doctor D. V. 
Wale, of Jasper County, Missouri, writes, 
in the St. Louis Courier of Medicine : 

This important subject was brought be- 
fore the St. Louis Medico-Chirurgical So- 
ciety, August 7, 1883, by Dr. Hardaway. 
It seems that a majority of the members 
who participated in the discussion had had 
little or no experience in using quinine in 
infants by this method. Those who had 
had the least experience in giving quinine 
by the skin had the least faith in it. 

I was taught, in 1872-73, by Prof. L. P. 
Yandell, of the University of Louisville, 
Ky., to mix quinine in lard and rub it on 
babies to arrest intermittent fever and other 
malarial maladies; but, being more influ- 
enced by Prof. Bell’s specious argument,* 
that the skin would not absorb any thing, 
I had no faith in the ‘‘iatraleptic”’ method. 
After trying in many cases to arrest the 
fever by quinine given in the various so- 
called tasteless mixtures, and by enema, it 
being rejected per orem and per anum, I 
was compelled to resort to a method in 


*It should be said, in justice to Prof. Bell, that his teach- 
ings are in accord with those of Michael Foster, who says: 
“In the case of the sound human skin, the balance of con- 
flicting evidence is in favor of the view that soluble non- 
volatile substances are not absorbed, and that volatile sub- 
stances such as iodine, which may be detected in the sys- 
tem after a bath containing them, are absorbed, not by the 
skin but by the mucous membrane of the respiratory 
organs, the substance making its way to the latter by vola- 
tilization from the surface of the bath. It is doubtful 
whether substances in aqueous solution can be absorbed 
by the skin when the epidermis is intact, the evidence on 
this point being contradictory; but absorption takes place 
very readily from abraded enstnee. ond even solid particles 
rubbed into the skin may, especially when applied in a fatty 
vehicle, as, for example, in the well-known mercury oint- 
ment, find their way into the underlying lymphatics.” It 
should be noted that in applying the quinine, Dr. Yandell 
recommended and Dr. Wale mixed it with a fatty vehicle 
and had it rubbed into the skin. 
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which I had little faith. After succeeding 
in many cases in breaking up an intermit- 
tent by rubbing in the quinine, I was com- 
pelled to have faith, and my faith hath made 
many children whole. 

Now, after using quinine in this way in 
over one thousand cases, the most of them 
under twelve months of age, I have reached 
the following conclusions: The younger the 
subject the more sure the results. In chil- 
dren it rarely fails, while in adults I have 
never succeeded in even lessening the par- 
oxysm. Ido not remember to have failed 
in a single instance, where the infant was 
under ten months of age, in completely ar- 
resting an intermittent or remittent fever; 
rarely under twelve months of age. From 
twelve to fifteen months, I have succeeded 
in a very large majority, of: my cases; from 
fifteen to eighteen months, occasionally ; 
from eighteen to twenty-four months, rarely; 
after two years, never. 

Of one hundred and sixty-two infants 
under twelve months of age that I have 
treated for intermittent and remittent fever 
since January 1, 1880, in only three have I 
failed. These three were over ten months 
of age. In one the quinine produced such 
irritation that it could not be absorbed. 

The amount I use is about three times 


the amount requisite when given per orem. 
I have the mother or nurse to mix the qui- 
nine with one teaspoonful of lard, divide it 
into three parts, and rub on the inner side 
of the thighs and groin, one part every two 
or three hours, accofding to the amount of 


time that I have. To be effectual it must 
be completed several hours before the: par- 
oxysm. If the paroxysm is not lessened, 
I repeat, in like amount, on the next day. 
If it is lessened, I repeat in amount propor- 
tioned to the paroxysm.. ~ 

In only a minority of my cases am I com- 
pelled to repeat the quinine; occasionall 
two repetitions are called for. 

In many of my families, the quinine is 
procured, mixed with lard, and rubbed on 
without consulting a physician. So satis- 
fied are they with the results that they would 
not permit any one to pour the bitter drug 
down their babies’ throats. 

One thing which I must mention is that 
many physicians give infants too small doses 
by every method. A younger infant must 
take a larger dose in proportion to its age 
than an.older one. If the ointment is put 
on a band, and fastened round the body, it 
will do no good, as it is the band and not 
the baby which absorbs the drug. 
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’ As regards enemas, if an acidulated solu- 
tion is used, it will be almost universally 
expelled before it has had time to be ab- 
sorbed to any great extent. If no acid is 
used, part will be retained in the syringe, 
the rest lying ‘in the rectum until expelled. 

The hypodermic syringe is a needless tor- 
ture and impracticable in the country. 


Is A WOMAN WITH AMENORRHEA Mar- 
RIAGEABLE ?—The following is from an able 
lecture by J. Matthews Duncan (Medical 
Times and Gazette): The commencement 
of menstruation may be long delayed, or 
the function may never be established— 
emansio mensium—a condition often the 
result or accompaniment of bad health, al- 
ways a very important matter in social re- 
spects. Such women may have no internal 
genital organs, or only part of them, or only 
imperfectly developed organs; and there 
may be no ground for suspecting imperfec- 
tion, the women being vigorous, and in all 
other respects fine specimens of the race. 
Of this you may remember a case lately in 
“ Martha,” where we could detect no genital 
organs internally by careful examination. 
Treatment for emansio is generally set ago- 
ing early and pursued diligently; and soon 
the question arises, how long is it to be pur- 
sued? There is little difficulty in the earlier 
years if the girl is chlorotic or otherwise in 
bad health, for these conditions urge the 
practitioner. There is little difficulty also, 
if the girl is ill developed in her general 
bodily figure, if she is still plainly a mere 
girl. But it soon, in all cases of entire ab- 
sence of menses, becomes desirable to know 
whether or not she can mensStruate or should 
be expected to menstruate; and this espe- 
cially in robust, healthy women. In any case 
it is common to delay local examination till 
the age of nineteen or twenty is reached, 
and then it is done only with the approval 
of the patient. But necessity for examina- 
tion may be precipitated by a proposal of 
marriage. A woman is not wise to marry 
who has imperfection of the genital organs. 
In ordinary circumstances regular menstrua- 
tion is held as sufficient evidence of perfec- 
tion. When menstruation has not been com- 
menced it is necessary to make examination 
to ascertain if they are perfect in form and 
size so far as examination can decide. If 
they are well sized and well formed it is 
still a matter for consideration whether or 
not the married state should be entered 
upon. Were it certain that a woman who 
has never menstruated can not bear a child, 
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she should not be married, but it is known 
that, while pregnancy is not to be expected, 
it may occur and be successfully carried on. 

I have said that the establishment of 
menstruation, is held, in ordinary life, as 
sufficient evidence that a woman is mar- 
riageable so far as her genital organs are 
concerned. But this is not a warranted 
conclusion, and it remains as a practical 
guide only, because imperfection is very 
uncommon, and still more rare in women 
who menstruate. It is a very interesting 
and still unsolved question—how small a 
womb can be successfully pregnant. Cer- 
tain it is, that a very small one may be un- 
successfully pregnant. Long ago I pub- 
lished a case, where the womb was well 
ascertained to be not above two inches in 
length from os externum to inside of fundus. 
This woman was repeatedly pregnant, and 
had early abortions, and in one of these, 
which I examined, there was marked hy- 
poplasia of the decidua. Under the influ- 
ence of repeated pregnancies the woman’s 
womb did not increase in size—it remained 
an under-sized organ. It has been fondly 
imagined that a womb may be made to 
grow—a natural or healthy growth—and to 
menstruate—not merely bleed a little—by 
irritating it with intra-uterine pessaries; but 
there appears to me no rationality in such 
expectations, and I advise you not to resort 
to such treatment. There are other evident 
objections to it besides the danger of it in- 
ducing inflammation, and even causing 
death. If repeated pregnancies do not 
make a womb grow to its natural bulk, a 
rod of metal inserted into it is not likely to 
make it grow or to do any thing but harm. 

While, with the restriction stated, regular 
menstruation is held as evidence of mar- 
riageableness, you must not hold that 
absence of menstruation is proof of the 
opposite. A woman may have every qual- 
ity or attribute of marriageableness who 
menstruates irregularly, or rarely, or even 
who has never menstruated at all. 


ANTE-PARTUM CONVULSIONS; MECHANI- 
CAL DILATATION OF THE Os WITH SIMs’s 
Recta Ditator; Rapip DeLivery; Sims’s 
SPECULUM IN OBSTETRICAL OPERATIONS.— 
Dr. Barret, at the December meeting of the 
St. Louis Obstetrical Society (St. Louis 
Courier of Medicine), reported the follow- 
ing case, with comments: 

I found the patient, a primipara, about 
twenty years old, in deep coma, very cyan- 
otic, with pupils evenly contracted, and 


205 


with a very feeble and rapid pulse. Clonic 
convulsions were recurring every few min- 
utes, and the doctor informed me that there 
had been sixty convulsions since his arrival 
ats a.M. It wasthen 10:30 A.M. The urine 
seemed to be entirely suppressed. There 
was no uterine contraction. The os was 
sufficiently open to admit the finger easily, 
and its consistence was normal. 

We learned that she supposed herself to 
be within a few days of labor, and that she 
had retired in her usual health. About 5 
A. M. she was awakened by one or two uter- 
ine contractions, which were immediately 
followed by the convulsive seizure. 

In consultation between Drs. Fischel, 
Hontzelman, and myself, it was agreed to 
deliver her as speedily as possible, the’ only 
question being whether the apparently very 
hopeless condition of the patient admitted 
of any assistance. We hesitated for some 
time to proceed on this account, but as the 
pulse was progressively failing, the respira- 
tion becoming more labored, the coma and 
cyanosis deeper, and the convulsions re- 
turned with unfailing regularity, in spite of 
the large doses of chloral and bromide of 
potassium the doctor had administered, we 
resolved to operate. The patient was plainly 
and speedily drifting to death. No hope 
could be expected from tardy remedies, and 
in the circumstances delivery seemed to be 
the only alternative. 

The patient was lifted from her bed onto 
an ordinary table. The vagina was dilated 
with Sims’s speculum, and the dilator I here 
exhibit introduced within the os. The 
blades of the dilator were very slowly and 
gradually expanded to their full capacity, 
the fingers of the operator being introduced 
into the expanding os, to note the extent to 
which it yielded. When it was found to 
have yielded entirely to the expanding force 
of the instrument another turn or two was 
taken, and after a few minutes another, and 
then another pause, and so on until the full 
expansive capacity of the dilator had been 
attained. 

The operation of expanding the os occu- 
pied only ten minutes, and the delivery of 
the child was accomplished in less than 
twenty minutes, the dilatation and the de- 
livery being completed in less than thirty 
minutes. 

The point to which I desire to call spe- 
cial attention, is the ease and rapidity with 
which the dilatation of the os was effected, 
and the great superiority, in my opinion, of 
an instrument of this kind, in the class of 
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cases to which it is applicable, to the dila- 
tors of Barnes and Molesworth. 

Those who have attempted to use the lat- 
ter instruments will appreciate the impor- 
tance and satisfaction of possessing a dilator 
that is always ready, that does not burst at 
the most inopportune time, that does not 
slip out of the os into the vagina, nor into 
the uterus to displace the head. 

Dr. Robert Barnes, who may, I think, be 
justly designated the greatest living obstet- 
rician, a man who is no less distinguished 
by his ability than his ardent zeal for science, 
his liberality of sentiment, his unbiased in- 
tegrity, and by his modesty, which ap- 
proaches humility, speaks of the capabilities 
of his dilators with the greatest pride and 
confidence. He evidently regards them as 
the most important contribution of modern 
science to the obstetrical armamentarium. 

No doubt his personal experience with 
them justifies this conviction, but I am con- 
strained to believe he is more skillful in 
using them, and that he is supplied with 
instruments of better quality than most of 
his would-be-followers. I have yet to meet 
the man who has tried Barnes’s dilators that 
found their operation as simple and satis- 
tory as he had anticipated. How often has 
the rubber dilator burst in spite of the ut- 
most care, how often is it forced out of the 
os into the vagina by uterine contraction 
and the presenting part of the child, or into 
the uterus by the operator. 

The dilator I suggest is free from these 
objections, perfectly under the control of 
the operator and perfectly controls the os. 
It does not displace the presenting part of 
the child, it can not break, it is always 
ready, and the dilatation can be made as 
gradual or as rapid as the necessity of the 
case may require. 


RHEUMATIC SUBCUTANEOUS NODULES.— 
M. Troisier sums up our knowledge of these 
bodies in the following description: They 
are small subcutaneous tumors projecting 
more’ or less markedly. Sometimes they 
are not visible to the naked eye, and can 
only be made out by palpation, or by put- 
ting the skin over them on the stretch. 
When they occur in the vicinity of joints, 
flexion or extension of the joint, as the case 
may be, usually renders them more promi- 
nent. They vary much in size; they may 
be no bigger than a pin’s head, or they may 
be as large as an almond. They are usually 
spherical or ovoid, but sometimes disk shap- 
ed; their margins are generally well defined. 
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Of firm consistence, they are elastic rather 
than hard, but pressure does not alter them, 
The skin is freely movable over them, and 
they are often, to a certain extent, movable 
on the tissues beneath them, and are adherent | 
either to tendons, superficial aponeuroses, 
the ligament in the neighborhood of joints, 
or to the periosteum. The skin over them 
is neither red, hot, nor thickened. They 
may be painless. They appear suddenly, 
and develop rapidly, but occasionally their 
evolution may be gradual. They usually 
come out in successive crops, and may last 
from afew days to some weeks; their ab- 
sorption takes a longer time than their de- 
velopment; they never leave any permanent 
traces behind them. They may be found 
about any of the joints, at all the superficial 
bony prominences, as the patella, malleoli, 
olecranon, scapula, crest of the ilium, bones 
of the hand and the surface of the skull, 
especially the forehead and occipital region, 
over the spinous processes of the vertebra, 
in the ear, and in fact any where that they 
can develop in the superficial aponeurosis, 
They are often symmetrically arranged. As 
regards their anatomical seat and minute 
structure, he is of opinion that they originate 
in the fibrous tissue of tendon, ligament, 
aponeuroses, and periosteum, and push their 
way into the subcutaneous tissue, from which 
however they never rise, and to which they 
never become adherent, They are com- 
posed of an embryonic tissue, showing at 
some points more or less of organization and 
undergoing in places a necrobiotic change 
or process of molecular re-absorption. In 
other words, there is a new growth of con- 
nective tissue taking origin from the fibrous 
tissue, but never arriving at such a complete 
stage of evolution as to deserve the title of 
fibrous tissue. This view offers a ready ex- 
planation of their temporary character, and 
their tendency to disappear completely. 
They belong essentially to rheumatism, both 
by their co-existence with other rheumatic 
manifestations, and by their mode of evolu- 
tion, which, in some respects, recalls the 
shifting and fugitive character of the latter. 
They are not in themselves of any gravity, 
and call for no special local treatment.— Pro- 
grés Médical; Medical Times and Gazette. 


Poison-VENDING.—To sell poison as poi- 
son, with a poison label on it, in a poison 
bottle, is one thing, but to sell it under 4 


fancy name is another. The ‘soothing 
syrups,”’ the “ cough drops,” the “ remedies 
for spasms,” the countless pills, elixirs, lo- 
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tions, drops, and sleeping potions which fill 
the druggists’ shops, and their descriptions 
the advertising columns of the journals, are 
so many public dangers. A Lepcha once 
described the root of a glossy, lurid-leaved 
Himalayan plant as “useful to sportsmen 
for destroying elephants and tigers, useful to 
the rich for putting troublesome relations 
out of the way, and useful to jealous hus- 
bands for the purpose of destroying faith- 
less wives.” In a similar spirit, looking at 
the long list of patent medicines of deadly 
composition, we may describe them as “ use- 
ful to the insurer of the lives of others, use- 
ful to the expectant heir, useful to blight the 
shame-bud of illicit love, useful to the farmer 
of babies, and useful to all who have aught 
human to kill.” The “ powder of succes- 
sion’’ can be bought for thirteen-pence-half- 
penny; the “Aqua Toffana,” has changed 
its name to “Somebody’s infallible skin 
remedy ;” the venom that smeared the 
Indian’s arrow receives the English Govern- 
ment stamp, and pays the Government duty 
as a never-failing application for neuralgia 
or toothache. Let us have done with masks ; 


sell each thing and let it be sold under its 
own name and no other, let soothing syrup 
be called “a solution of opium, dangerous 
to children;”’ let the exact strength and 


composition of odontalgic essences, of solu- 
tions of aconite, of chloral, etc., be stated 
on the label, and if wrongly stated let the 
offender be amenable to law. The time is 
ripe to say that licensed quackery should no 
longer be permitted in its present form; 
but that the ignorant and unscrupulous man 
who puts chloral solution in a bottle, colours 
it with cochineal, names it ‘‘ Somnifer,” or 
any thing else that can be registered, and 
casts it broadcast by means of advertise- 
ment over the land, should be held respon- 
sible for its use and abuse. So long as the 
composition of medicines and poisons is 
known, so long as there is no secrecy, then 
there is fair protection both from accidental 
admixture and willful ministration; but the 
present sale of poisons under the guise of 
patent medicines is not creditable to our 
laws and is alien to our method of thought. 
We hope that an early effort will be made 
to take from the speculator and the charla- 
tan the liberty they now possess of pressing 
the poisoned chalice to the lips of the 
credulous and simple.—Med. Times and Gaz. 


MALIGNANT DISEASE OF THE CERVIX 
Ureri.—The following very interesting case 
came before the gynecological clinic of Prof. 
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T. Gaillard Thomas, in New York (Obstetric 
Gazette) : 

Mrs. Eliza C., a native of the United 
States. Has been married about thirty-five 
years. She says she has back-ache and 
the whites. Upon questioning her I get the 
statement that the discharge is water, and 
to the amount of about a pint and a half 
in twenty-four hours. These are the only 
symptoms which she considers important 
enough to present to us. She has been 
under the care of several physicians, only 
one of whom has examined her by the 
vagina. I do not get these points for the 
purpose of criticising the physicians, but 
that I may impress upon you the great 
value of always suggesting a vaginal exam- 
ination of every patient presenting herself 
with symptoms that lead you to suspect 
the uterus. 

Have we any thing in the symptoms which 
this patient presents us tending to criminate 
the uterus? Doubt'ess many of you are 
thinking of the profuse watery discharge ; 
and let me earnestly urge you never to pre- 
scribe for a woman who speaks of having a 
watery discharge until you have examined 
her, for this is one of the rarest forms of dis- 
charges which you will meet with. Bloody or 
mucuous discharges are comparatively common, 
but when you meet with a vaginal discharge 
which is profuse and watery always remember 
that this is a symptom of malignant disease. 1 
call to mind the case of a lady who was refer- 
red to me by several physicians from a dis- 
tance, gentlemen whom I knew to be intelli- 
gent and competent. This lady had been 
under treatment for a year and a half, but as 
the only symptom of which she complained 
was hydrorrhea, none of these gentlemen had 
made a vaginal examination. Upon exam- 
ining her I found the cervix entirely gone, 
and that only the fundus and outer wall of 
the uterus were left to show the result of 
epithelioma. : 

Now imagine how one of you would feel if 
you had been treating a lady for a year and 
a half without having examined her, and 
then some rival practitioner should be called 
in to make an examination, 

But, to return to our patient of to-day. 
When I examined her in the ante-room I 
found the vagina, midway between the cervix 
uteri and the ostium vagina, constricted by 
a firm, velvety feeling ring of tissue, which 
is brittle under my finger, easily breaking 
down. This, is malignant tissue, and is the 
cause of the serous discharge by obstruct- 
ing the blood-vessels. 
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SACCULATED CALCULUS IN THE BLADDER. 
Sir Henry Thompson mentioned, before the 
Pathological Society, of London, Tuesday, 
February 5th, the case of a woman, aged 
forty-two. On exploring the bladder with 
the finger, there was a firm smooth growth 
springing from the base of the bladder, al- 
most pedunculated; on grasping it with 
forceps, he discovered a calculus, which he 
then enucleated. Sacculated calculus was 
decidedly rare, but he had met with three 
other cases during life, and had removed 
them. 


THE TRANSMISSION OF YELLOW FEVER.— 
Dr. Carlos Finlay believes that mosquitoes 
constitute one of the modes in which yellow 
fever is transmitted, as he has found certain 
filamentous elements at the base of the trunk 
of one of these insects after it had been 
sucking. a patient affected with yellow fever. 
Birmi: sham Medical Review. 


‘TREATMENT OF DIABETES WITH BROMIDE 
_or Potasstum.— M. Bergeron announces 
that he has just seen the sugar entirely dis- 
appear from the urine of a diabetic patient 
under fifteen days’ treatment, four grams 
(sixty grains) of the bromide being taken 
each day. 





ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


OrFIciaL List of Changes of Stations and Du- 
ties of Officers of the Medical Department, U.S.A.,; 
from March 2, 1884, to March 8, 1884. 


Perin, Glover, Lieutenant Colonel and Surgeon, 
Medical Dire¢tor Dept. of Dak., leave of absence 
extended twenty days. (S. O. 23, Hdqr’s Div. of 
the Missouri, March 5, 1884.) Sazly, /. C., Major 
and Surgeon, granted leave of absence for one 
month, to take effect on or about March 1, 1884, 
with perimission to apply to the Adjutant-General 
of the Army, through Division Hdqr’s, for an ex- 
tension of three months. (S.O. 24, Hdqr’s Dept. 
of Texas, Feb. 26, 1884.) Sill, /. H., Major and 
Surgeon, granted leave of absence for one month. 
(Par. 1, S. O. 20, Hdqr’s Dept. Platte, March 3, 
1884.) Bache, Dallas, Major and Surgeon, leave 
of absence extended seven days. (Par. 1,5. O. 43, 
Hdqr’s Dept. East, March 5, 1884.) Stephenson, 
William, First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, 
ordered to Fort Niobrara, Neb., for temporary 
duty, on completion of which to return to his sta- 
tion, Fort Omaha, Neb. (Par. 4, S. O. 20, Hdqr’s 
Dept. Platte, March 3, 1884.) Fisher, Walter W. 
R., and Polhemur, Adrian S., First Lieutenants and 
Assistant Surgeons, assigned to duty in Dept. of 
California; Stephenson, Wm., Borden, W. C., and 
Chapin, Alonzo R., First Lieutenants and Assistant 
Surgeons, —s to duty in Dept. of the Platte ; 
Robertson, R: L., and £die, Guy L., First Lieu- 
tenants and Assistant Surgeons, assigned to duty 
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in department of Texas. Crosby, W. D., First 
Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, assigned to 
duty in Dept. of Arizona; Gandy, Charles M, 
First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, assigned 
to duty in Dept. of the East; Pilcher, James EB, 
First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, assigned 
to duty in Dept. of Dakota. (Par. 4,S. 0.55, A. 
G. O., March 6, 1884. Fisher, Walter W. R., First 
Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, assigned to duty 
at the Presidio of San Francisco, Cal., from 18th 
inst. Polhemus, A. S., First Lieutenant and Assis. 
tant Surgeon, assigned to duty at Fort Winfield 
Scott, Cal., from 18thinst. (S.O.23, Pars. 1 and 2, 
tg Dept. Cal., Feb. 25, 1884.) Phillips, John 
Z., First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, assign- 
ed to temporary duty at Fort Warren, Mass. (Par, 
2, S. O. 39, Hdqr’s Dept. East, Feb. 28, 1884) 
Benham, R. B., First Lieutenant and Assistant 
gee relieved from duty at Fort A. Lincoln, 
D. T., and ordered to Fort Sisseton, D. T., for duty, 
(Par. 1, S, O. 22, Hdqr’s Dept. Dak., Feb. 26, 
1884.) 

OFFICIAL List of Changes in the Stations and 
Duties of Officers serving in the Medical Depart- 
ment, U.S.A., from March 9, 1884, to March 15, 
1884. 

Billings, John S., Major and Surgeon, granted 
leave of absence for one month, with permission 
to go beyond sea, to take effect April 1, 1884 . 
(Par. 6, S. O. 61, A. G. O., March 13, 1884.) eis 
mann, Charles L., Captain and Assistant Surgeon, 
leave of absence extended three months. (Par. 9, 
S. O. 57, A. G. O., March 8, 1884.) needler, Wm. 
Z., First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, as- 
signed to temporary duty at Fort. A. Lincoln, D, 
T. (Par. 3, S. O. 26, Hdqr’s Dept. of Dakota, 
March 8, 1884.) Wales, Philip G., appointed to be 
Assistant Surgeon, with the rank of First Lieuten- 
ant, to date from Feb. 7, 1884, vice Brewster, re- 
signed. (Mem., A. G. O., March 10, 1884.) 


OFFICIAL List of Changes in the Stations and 
Duties of Officers serving in the Medical Depart: 
ment, U.S.A., from March 16, 1884, to March 22, 
1884. 

Bache, Dallas, Major and Surgeon, leave of ab- 
sence still further extended seven days. (Par. 1, 
S.O. 50, Hdqr’s Dept. East, March 14, 1884) 
Matthews, Washington, Captain and Assistant Sur- 
geon, to be relieved from duty in the Dept. of the 
Missouri, and to report in person to the Surgeon- 
General of the Army for duty in his office. (Par. 
12, S. O. 62, A. G. O., March 15, 1884.) Black, 
Charles S., First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, 
assigned to duty at Fort Concho, Texas. (Par. 6, 
S. O. 30, Hdqr’s Dept. of Texas, March 10, 1884.) 
Gibson, R. J., First Lieutenant -and Assistaat Sur- 
geon, relieved from duty at Fort Hays, Kans., and 
ordered .to Fort Wingate, N. M., for duty. (Par. 
3, S. 0. 58, Hdgqr’s Dept. Mo., March 18, 1884.) 
Crosby, D., First Lieutenant and Assistant Sur- 
geon, relieved from duty at Fort Huachuca, A. T,, 
and ordered to Fort McDowell, A. T., for duty. 
(Par. 1, S. O. 20, Hdqr’s Dept. of Arizona, March 
15, 1884. aie, Guy L., First Lieutenant and As 
sistant Surgeon, assigned to duty at Fort McIntosh, 
Texas. obertson, Reuben L., First Lieutenant 
and Assistant Surgeon, assigned to duty at Fort 
Ringgold, Texas. (S. O. 33, pars. 3 and 4, Hdqr’s” 
Dept. Texas, March 17, 1884.) 





